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Georgia Southern University to Establish Erk
Russell Athletic Park
OCTOBER 12, 2007

The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia approved the naming of a section of the
Georgia Southern University campus ‘Erk Russell Athletic Park.” Erk Russell Athletic Park, named in
honor of the late former Georgia Southern football coach Erskine ‘Erk” Russell, will be dedicated at a
future date.
‘We are grateful to the University System of Georgia Board of Regents for approving the naming of
the Erk Russell Athletic Park on our campus,” said Georgia Southern President Bruce Grube. ‘This
tribute to Coach Russell speaks volumes about his influence and impact on our football team, on
Georgia Southern and on our community.”
Russell, through his incredible work ethic, positive attitude and motivational expressions, built
Georgia Southern into a national football powerhouse during his eight-year tenure. Under his
tutelage, the Eagles won three national championships, including back-to-back titles in 1985 and
1986. In 1989, Georgia Southern posted a perfect 15-0 season which culminated with a victory over
Stephen F. Austin in the national championship game at Paulson Stadium. Named the USA
Today Coach of the Decade for the 1980s, Russell earned numerous other honors and awards prior
to his retirement and subsequent enshrinement in the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. Russell passed
away last September at the age of 80.
Erk Russell Athletic Park will encompass Allen E. Paulson Stadium, the Gene Bishop Field House,
Cowart Building and the soccer and track stadium. The park showcases what Russell called ‘the
prettiest little stadium in America” and hosts tens of thousands of people each year including teams,
fans and players. The area also serves as the site of the University’s spring commencement
ceremony. University signage complementing the nearby architecture and landscape will designate
the area as Erk Russell Athletic Park.
‘Generations of students, alumni and fans will gather in this place named Erk Russell Athletic Park
and they will experience a greater understanding of Coach Russell’s many contributions to Georgia
Southern,” Grube said. ‘Coach Russell’s legacy of success and sportsmanship will forever be a part of
this University.”
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University, offers more than 120 degree
programs serving nearly 17,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. The
University, one of Georgia’s largest, is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars and is recognized for
its student-centered approach to education. Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.

Georgia Southern University offers training
for human resource professionals
OCTOBER 12, 2007

An upcoming certificate course offered by Georgia Southern University will review core employment
knowledge needed by human resource personnel, office and division managers, and business
owners.
‘Essentials of Human Resource Management” will be offered at the Coastal Georgia Center in
Savannah. The 15-hour workshop will run on Thursday, Oct. 25, from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m.; on Friday,
Oct. 26, from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.; and on Saturday, Oct. 27, from 8:30 a.m. until noon.
Designed for hands-on practical learning, the course will combine case studies, in-class discussions
and lecture to help participants develop solutions to the human resource issues they face daily.
The Savannah Area Chapter of the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) has
generously provided underwriting to reduce the workshop fee. The course is provided in partnership
with the national SHRM, which developed the materials.
The fee for the course is $315 per person, including materials, refreshments and lunch on Friday.
The fee will be reduced to $255 per person for national and local members of the SHRM.
To register for the course or obtain more information,
visit http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/HRessentials.html or call (912) 681-5551.
For more information on any of the business and career development courses offered by Georgia
Southern University, email seminars@georgiasouthern.edu or call (912) 871-1763.
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